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IS THE CLOISTEE A EETREAT FKOM SIN? 
The other day, as we sauntered along a quiet, country 
road, in the pursuit of health, we were struck with an odd 
espression from an elderly, decent-looking woman to 
another, who seemed to be listening to a narratire of 
provocation, so exceedingly aggravated, that she said, " It 
was enough to make a mm or an angel commit sin !" As 
we passed along, and thought over the expression, we re- 
membered that there certainly were angels who did lose 
their first estate, and did commit sin ; but we very much 
doubt if the good old woman, who put the case to her 
listening friend, ever harboured a thought that a priest or 
n nun could have committed sin. The angels did not 
commit sin until they had fallen from their first estate ; 
all mankind, including priests, popes, and nuns, have, in 
Adam, already fallen from their first estate of innocency, 
and have been bom in sin ; yet, from an extensive in- 
tercourse with our Boman Catfiolic brethren, in the 
humbler ranks of life, we know that it is a prevalent 
notion among them, that a priest or a nun (unless repro- 
bate and cast away) cannot, and does not commit sin. 

Now, we have not the slightest intention to impugn the 
lives and conduct of those whom our Soman Catholic 
friends arc disposed to revere. Farfiromit. We are r«ady to 
give the utmost credit that can be claimed to the sincerity 
and good motives of those who desire to devote themselves 
to a holy and religious life, and to 0y from the world and 
its seductions and temptations, and seak spiritual rest and 
peace in the retreat of their cells and cloisters. But though 
we concede the utmost sincerity and purity of motives and 
life to the devotees, we venture to question the idea 
that is so deeply rooted in the Boman Catholic mind, that 
tin can be shut out by stone walls — that Satan and his 
powers of darkness can be escaped or eluded by flying to 
the retreat of a convent or a monastery. The grosser 
acts of sin, the vices of fashion and frivolity, may no longer 
fce open to the recluse, and so far there is a certain degree 
of immunity secured ; but what avails this in the sight of a 
pore and holy God, who estimates sin not according to 
the measure of man, and reckons its magnitude not by its 
danger to society — who holds the impure imagination of the 
heart to be adultery, the vengeful thought of the mind to be 
murder — vho denounces the proud and haughty spirit with 
the most fearful condemnation. If you place a man on 
flie loftiest summit of the Alps, far away from everything 
of human kind, can you thereby free his mind from 
devouring thoughts of ambition, jealousy, impatience, or 
Qiscontent ? If yoo shot him up in the deepest abyss of 
fl>e earth, can you take him beyond the reach of the wild- 
est iinaginations, and the most wicked thoughts? May 
not his mind b« like a wilderness through which every 
tmdean beast of the forest may roam at large ? How vain 
mi foolish then the idea of our young Boman Catholic 
friends, who fly from thi world without, and its mares and 
temptations, its deceitfulaera and sin, not knowing that 
they are abandoning themselves more entirely t« a still 
worse and more depraved world within, to a heart that is 
Dy nature "deceitful above all things, and despwatdy 



wicked?'" We, of course, admit the potency of the dangers 
with which the associations of the world are fraught, and 
confess, that the experience of its insincerity has quenched 
many a generous aspiration and stunted many a noble 
impulse of youth, and that its evil example has led many 
into vice and degradation, yet, with all its temptations, it 
seems to ns that he who mingles in the daily throng has 
far ampler scope for the exercise ot the humanizing and 
ennobling charities of life, and i!= ■juite as likely to be 
usefully employed, whether as re^inls himself or others, 
as the pale recluse who, absorbed in complacent reveries 
on his self-dedication, says mentally to all beside, " Stand 
oflF, for I am holier than thou." 

Again we say, we do not impeach tlie sincerity or purity 
of the lives of those who devote themselves to a monastic 
or conventual life ; but we boldly assert, that it is one of 
the greatest delusions that ever possessed the mind of a 
young person to suppose, that a life of seclusion, or of the 
most rigorous observance of discipline or formularies, can 
so preoccupy the mind as to debar all entrance to sin — or 
that the great enemy of souls cannot as cficctually practice 
his wiles and temptations upon the frail child of Adam in 
the solitude of a cell as in the giddiest maze of fashion or 
folly. Depend npon it, we are safest when in the way of 
God's own ordinance, when we are in the path of duty, 
fulfilling in humble dependance upon divine strength, the 
allotted duties of our station and calling ; and we may rest 
assured, that as the devil is not less active or powerful in 
the most solitary retirement of the cloister, so neither is 
the protecting arm of God less strong in the busiest scenes 
of life. 

We have something further to say on this subject in 
another column. 



BEEVIAKIUM EOMANUM— NO. II. 

In our last December number we gave several specimens 
of the instructive "lessons" which every Roman Catholic 
priest is bound to read daily, under pain of mortal sin, in 
the Breviary or Clerical Prayer Book of his Church ; and, 
notwithstanding the immense circulation of our paper 
through every part of the kingdom, we have not received 
a single complaint that we misrepresented or mistrans- 
lated a single passage, nor a single protest against the 
question we asked our readers — viz., whether they believed 
tliat any intelligent or educated priest, in the nineteenth 
century, can sincerely give credit to such old wives' 
fables ? 

We shall proceed with our extracts, as before, without 
much regard to classification or order, but giving, as usual, 
the original Latin, with the exact reference to the volume 
and page where each story is to be found. The first which 
occurs to us is the story of Paul the Hermit, whose feast is 
held on the 15th of January, and which will be found in 
the Breviarium Eomannm, published by E. Coyne, 
printer and bookseller to the Koyal College of Maynooth. 
— (Pars Hicmalis, p. 450-1, 4th, 5th, and 6th lessons.) 

Paul the Hermit, we are there told, retired to a cave in 
the desert parts of the Thebais, on account of the persecu- 
tion of Decius and Valerius, where he lived to the age of 
113. Being near his death, Anthony, another Egyptian 
anchorite, paid him a visit by a supernatural command 
from heaven. They at once saluted one another by their 
proper names, though previously strangers to each other, 
and began to talk about spiritual matters, when a raven, 
who had been in the habit of bringing Paul half a loaf of 
bread daily, brought a whole loaf for him and his visitor ! 
After the raven had departed, " Ah," said Paul, " the 
Lord has sent us our dinner. It is now sixty years since 
I have received daily half a loaf; to-day my allowance 
has been doubled." They then proceeded to eat their 
dinner at the fountain, and spent the night in divine 
praises. In the morning, Paul admonishing Anthony 
about his death which was then approaching, ex- 
horted bim to bring him a cloak which be had got from 
St. Athanasius, and which he wished to have as his 
windirig-sliee'- Anthony was coming back with the cloak, 
when he saw the soul of Paul ascending into heaven, sur- 
rounded by the holy company of the prophets, and apostles, 
and choirs of angels. In the cave he found the corpse of 
Paul, with crossed knees, erected head, and hands stretched 
out on high, which he wrapped in the cloak as desired. He 
wa<, however, at a logs how to dig a grave, being himself 



an old man of ninety, and having no spade or other in- 
strument to do it with. When, lo ! two lions ran swiftly 
from the interior of the desert to the body of the blessed 
old man, and gave Anthony to understand, very intelligibly, 
as well, at least, as they could, that they greatly deplored 
Paul, and then set to work with their claws', and, striving 
to outdo one another, eagerly dug a hole in the earth, big 
enough conveniently to contain the body, and then de- 
parted ! When they were gone, Anthony buried the body 
in the grave prepared by these singular grave-disgers, and 
formed a tomb over it after the manner of Christians. He 
then took possession of Paul's coat, which was made of 
palm-leaves, in the manner of basket-work, and wore it 
regularly as long as he lived as a holiday-dress on Eastet 
and Whitsunday.* 

We may here briefly refer a few other specimens of 
pious lions, recorded in the same book ; and, we doubt 
not, there are others, if we had time to search farther. •wsTj 

St. Venantius (18 May. Pars Verna, p. 544) was 
ordered to be cast to the Uona, but they, forgetting their 
natural ferocity, cast themselves at his feetlt 

St. Prisca also, after suff'ering many other cruelties, wa« 
brought into the amphitheatre, and cast to a lion ; but he, for- 
gettinghis savage nature, humbly cast himself at her feet'.J 
— (Pars Hicmalis, p. 461.) This and other miracles were, 
however, sad to say, wrought in vain ; for poor Prisca'i 
persecutors, after unsuccessfully trying to starve, bum, 
and tear her to pieces with iron nails, at last succeeded by 
bethinking themselves of the more summary process of 
cutting off her head ! 

A still more striking instance, however, is to be found 
(under date, 10th Juno, Pars jEstiva, p. 3C1), where SS. 
Primus and Fclicianus having been cast into the theatre, 
and two lions let loose on them, the noble animals, not 
only prostrated themselves at their knees, but fawned upon 
them with their heads and tails. The poor saints, however, 
were, as usual, despatched with the axe.§ 

A very similar story is told (same vol., p. 375, 15th 
June) of SS. Vitus, Modcstus, and Crescentia, who were 
also cast to a lion, who prostrated himself, and licked their 
fect.ll 

In the same volume (30th July. Pars .Sstiva, p. 496) 
wc have a slight variation in the spectacle, in the case of 
SS. Abdon and Sennen, who having been cast to the bean 
and /ions, for spitting on the images, in the time of the 
Emperor Decius, the wild beasts were afraid to touch 
them, whereupon the never-failing sword was successfully 
resorted to, in spite of the miracle.T 

When on the subject of wild beasts, we ought, however, 
not to omit mentioning the cnse of the celebrated St. 
Januarius and his companions (19 Sept. Pars Autum- 
nalis, p. 343), who, after having escaped, unhurt, from a 
btuming furnace, and various other trials, were also thrown 
to the wild beasts in the amphitheatre, who (as before), 
forgetful of their natural ferocity, prostrated themselves at 
the feet of Januarius,** which, however, did them but little 
good, for the prodigy having been attributed to magical 
incantation, they, like St. Prisca and the rest, were 
despatched with the sword. 

• Cumque ad ejus ccllam pervcnisset, invenit genibus complicate 
•recta cerrice, extensisque in altum manibus corpus exanime; quod 
pallio obrolvens, liymnusquo et psdlmos ex Ctiri5ti:iQa tradllione d». 
cantans, cum &arculum, quo t^rram fodtret, non liaberet, tliws Wona ex 
interlore eremo rapido cursu ad beuti corpus feruntui'; ut facile iu- 
telligeretur eos, quo raodo poterant, ploratum eUere; qui eerUttliM 
terram peJibus effodienles, foream, qui hominem commodo capered 
effecerunt. Qui cum abiiasent, Antonius sanctum corpus In euia 
locum intulit; et injecta hnmo, tumutum ex Chriatiano more com. 
posuit. Tunlcam vero Pauli, qusm in aportiB uiodum ex palmn follla 
ille aibi coutexuerat, secum auterens eo Testitu dlebua solemnibn 
Paschffi et Pentecostes, quoad Tixit, uius est. We give the Latin, of 
course, only in the passages where otherwise we might be suspected o^ 
exaggeration or distorting tlio original. 

t "Quod cum praesidinuntiatum esset, extemploVenantiumleonlbai 
objici jussit ; ijni, naturali ferltate onUssa, ad ejus se pedes abjeoa. 
runt." 

} " Post irldunm In amphiiheatram products, leoni objicitnr ; (pt, 
sue feritatis oblitus, humiliter se ad ejus pedes abjecit." 

} " Mox utrumque perduci iroperal in tbeatrum, io eosque immlt0 
duos leones, qui prostrati ad eorum genua, caplte et canda Ipsia bla^ 
diebaatur." 

I " Leoni objiciuotur, qui prostemeas se eorum pedes lambebaL* 

T " Qui cum in urbe ad simulacra attracti easeat, ca deteltati ca» 
ipueruDt. Quamobrem ursis ac leonibus object! sunt, quo» fer« noa 
audebant attingere." 

•* In ardentem fomacem conjectns ita Utsesns eva^t, at n« vNtt 
raentum aut capillum QufOem flamma violaverib .... Poatero 
die omnes in amphitheatro feris object! lont, qnss nataralis obllta 
(eriuUs, ad Jaanarii pedi* »t prasuavtrs 



